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2N0 MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SINGLE SPECIES ACTION PLAN FOR
THE ANGELSHARK IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA (ANGELSHARK MED WG2)
Bonn, Germany, 3 December 2026

1ST MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
SINGLE SPECIES ACTION PLAN FOR THE ANGELSHARK
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA

MEETING SUMMARY AND ACTION POINTS
21 JULY 2025

(Prepared by the Secretariat)

1. This document summarizes the outcomes of the 1st Meeting of the Working Group on
implementing the Single Species Action Plan for the Angel Shark in the Mediterranean,
organized by CMS with various participants. A full report will be prepared for COP15.

Agenda Item 1: Opening of the Meeting

2. The meeting was opened by Melanie Virtue from the CMS Secretariat. The Secretariat
(Andrea Pauly) chaired the first meeting in the absence of an elected Chair and Vice
Chair.

Agenda Item 2: Adoption of the Agenda

3. The agenda, which had been shortened to accommodate the online format, was
reviewed and adopted with no objections.

Agenda Item 3: Reports

4.  The Secretariat reported on activities since the adoption of the SSAP at COP14. The
Report was noted by the Meeting.

Agenda Item 4: Monitoring
4.1 Summary of Reports on Implementation by Range States

5. A Summary of reports on implementation by Range States, which included draft
recommendations for future implementation of the SSAP, was presented.

Action Points:

o The Secretariat to update the summary of reports, including additional national
reports, submitted after the deadline, and to remove reports not submitted by
governments.
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6.

o The Secretariat to circulate the updated summary of reports, including the draft
recommendations for future implementation of the SSAP for review by Range
States (done, below).

e The WG to provide comments, in particular regarding the recommendations to
COP15.

o Document for commenting by 10 September 2025: UNEP/CMS/Angelshark
WG1/Doc.4.1/Rev.1 Summary of reports on implementation by Range States

Comments will be consolidated into a final version that will brought to the attention of
COP15.

4.2 Options for data sharing

7.

The Angel Shark Conservation Network (ASCN) presented data sharing tools and
proposed to manage data for the group. The need for a protocol balancing data
confidentiality and utility was agreed.

Action Points:

e The Secretariat to develop a draft Decision for consideration at COP15, asking the
Secretariat to create a data sharing protocol that balances confidentiality and utility
for Angel Shark data.

Agenda Item 5: Spatial Management

8.

The Angel Shark Project presented spatial advice using habitat models and mapping of
Critical Angel Shark Areas, showing that more than 90% such areas lack effective MPA
coverage. A recommendation was made to increase MPA coverage of these areas to at
least 10%, supported by an interactive map tool for spatial planning.

Action Points:
o The Secretariat to recirculate the document for review by Range States (done,
below).

+ Range States to inform the Secretariat whether the recommendation to increase
MPA coverage of Critical Angel Shark Areas to at least 10% should be included in
the proposals submitted to COP.

o Document for commenting by 10 September 2025: UNEP/CMS/Angelshark
WG1/Doc.5.1/Rev.1 Advice for Spatial Management of Angel Sharks in the
Mediterranean

Comments will be consolidated into the final version that will be brought to the attention
of COP15.


https://www.cms.int/en/document/summary-reports-implementation-range-states-1
https://www.cms.int/en/document/advice-spatial-management-angel-sharks-mediterranean-1
https://www.cms.int/en/document/advice-spatial-management-angel-sharks-mediterranean-1
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Agenda Item 6: Review of the Single Species Action Plan for the Angelshark in the
Mediterranean Sea
6.1 Review of Annex lll of the SSAP

10.

11.

The process for updating Annex Il of the SSAP "Legislation Relevant to the
Conservation of Angelshark (Squatina squatina)’ was introduced.

Action Points:
e The Secretariat to update Annex Il of the SSAP based on national reports
received and to circulate the document for review by Range States (done, below).

* Range States to review Annex Ill.

o Document for commenting by 10 September 2025: UNEP/CMS/Angelshark
WG1/Doc.6.1 Annex lll: Single Species Action Plan for the Angelshark
(Squatina squatina) in the Mediterranean Sea

Comments will be consolidated into the final version that will be brought to the attention
of COP15.

6.1 Review of Annex IV of the SSAP

12.

13.

The Shark Trust introduced Annex IV of the SSAP “Tools and Guidelines to Support
Implementation of the SSAP”, which was introduced as a dynamic, web-based living
document compiling identification, management, safe release, and reporting resources,
available in multiple languages and formats, including an educational animation.

Action Points:
o The Secretariat to recirculate the document for review by the WG (done, below).

¢ The WG to provide additional materials as available to be added to Annex IV and
to identify additional needs or areas for further refinement of the tools and
guidelines.

o Document for commenting by 10 September 2025: UNEP/CMS/Angelshark
WG1/Doc.6.2/Annex Annex |V “Tools and Guidelines to Support
Implementation of the SSAP

Comments will be consolidated into the final version that will be brought to the attention
of COP15.

Agenda Item 7: Programme of Work

14.

The draft Programme of Work (2025-2026) was introduced, outlining activities for the
coordination and implementation of the SSAP. Project proposals submitted by ASCN
members were included for consideration by Range States.

Action Points:
o The Secretariat to recirculate the document for review by Range States (done,
below).


https://www.cms.int/en/document/annex-iii-single-species-action-plan-angelshark-squatina-squatina-mediterranean-sea
https://www.cms.int/en/document/annex-iii-single-species-action-plan-angelshark-squatina-squatina-mediterranean-sea
https://www.cms.int/en/document/annex-iv-%E2%80%9Ctools-and-guidelines-support-implementation-ssap-1
https://www.cms.int/en/document/annex-iv-%E2%80%9Ctools-and-guidelines-support-implementation-ssap-1
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¢ Range States to provide comments, assess the project proposals submitted by
ASCN partners and consider those for direct funding.

o Document for commenting by 10 September 2025: UNEP/CMS/Angelshark
WG1/Doc.7.1 Draft Programme of Work

15. The comments will be consolidated into a final version for the WG. COP15 endorsement
is not required, so submission to COP15 is not planned.

Agenda Item 8: Institutional Matters

16. The WG discussed and endorsed a draft governance structure, with nominations for
chair and vice-chair to be sought from range states. Spain nominated Eva Myers as
coordinator, supported by Croatia without opposition. The proposed budget includes
funding for both coordination and project implementation.

Action Points:
o The Secretariat to recirculate the document for review by Range States (done,
below).

* Range States to provide comments on Annex 2 of the document only. Annex 1
was already endorsed during the meeting.

o Range States to nominate a Chair and Vice Chair of the WG. Self-nominations are
welcome.

o Document for commenting by 10 September 2025: UNEP/CMS/Angelshark
WG1/Doc.8.1 Draft Governance Structure

Agenda Items 9 — 12 Next Steps and Closure of the Meeting

17. The meeting closed with thanks and a reminder for continued engagement and support.
The Secretariat agreed to prepare the meeting report, update annexes, and circulate
documents for comments. The meeting looked forward to ongoing collaboration for
Angelshark conservation.


https://www.cms.int/en/document/draft-programme-work-0
https://www.cms.int/en/document/draft-governance-structure-0
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Annex

Party Range States

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Country Name Title E-Mail
Albania Edit Biodiversity Expert, edit.vardhami@turizmi.gov.al
Vardhami Ministry of Tourism
and Environment
Algeria Samir Researcher, rouidi.samir@gmail.com
ROUIDI Ministry of Agriculture,
Rural Development
and Fisheries
Tahar FILALI  Researcher, Ministry filalitahar@gmail.com
of Agriculture, Rural
Development and
Fisheries
Croatia Jelena Uros  Senior Advisor, jelena.uros@mzozt.hr
Nature Protection
Directorate
Cyprus Charis Fisheries and Marine  ccharilaou@dfmr.moa.gov.cy
Charilaou Research Officer,
Department of
Fisheries and Marine
Research
Egypt Moustafa Minister Advisor of drfoudamos@gmail.com
Fouda Biodiversity Matters,
Ministry of
Environment
EU Bianca Wiles Policy Assistant, bianca.wiles@ec.europa.eu
European
Commission DG
MARE
France Anthony Scientific Project anthony.acou@mnhn.fr
Acou Manager, Office
Francgais de la
Biodiversité / UAR
PatriNat
Caroline Scientific Assistant, carolinem.bousquet@gmail.com
Bousquet The Office of the
Environment of
Corsica
Greece loannis Conservation Officer, ioannis.giovos@isea.com.gr
Giovos iSea
Libya Sara Technical Focal Point, info@mb.org.ly
Almabruk Angel Shark Project

Libya
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Country Name Title E-Mail
Malta Mauro Environment mauro.spatafora96@gmail.com
Spatafora Protection Officer
Assistant, Biodiversity
and Water Unit
Montenegro llija Cetkovic  Research Assistant, ilija.c@ucg.ac.me
Institute of Marine
Biology - University of
Montenegro
Morocco Mohamed Researcher, Biology mohamedkeznine2015@gmail.c
Keznine om
Spain Sandra Head of Technical sbarrios@miteco.es
Barrios de Section, Sub direction
Pedro of Terrestrial and
Marine Biodiversity
Sharks MOU Advisory Committee Members
Country Name Title E-Mail
Jim Ellis Fisheries Ecologist, jim.ellis@cefas.gov.uk
CEFAS
Rima Jabado Chair, IUCN SSC rimajabado@hotmail.com
Shark Specialist
Group
Non-governmental Organizations
Organization Name Title E-Mail
Angel Shark Project - Eva Co-Lead and angelshark2014@gmail.co
Leibniz Institute for the Meyers Programme Manager m
Analysis of
Biodiversity Change
Mersea Consulting Aylin Director merseamed@gmail.com
Ulman
Manara University, Adib Head, Biology adibsaad52@gmail.com
Syrian Arab Republic Saad
Marine Biodiversity Samira Researcher enajjarsamira@yahoo.fr
Laboratory, Tunisia Enajjar
Mediterranean Alexandr Marine Biologist - alexbartoli.sa@gmail.com
Programme e Bartoli Consultant
The Shark Trust Ali Hood Director of ali@sharktrust.org
Conservation
The Shark Trust Cat Senior Conservation cat@sharktrust.org
Gordon  Officer
The Shark Trust Hettie Conservation Officer  hettie@sharktrust.org
Brown
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Mediterranean Marine
Initiative

Simone  Regional Manager
Niederm
ueller

simone.niedermueller@w
wf.at

Secretariat

Name

Title

E-Mail

Melanie Virtue

Head of Aquatic Species Team

melanie.virtue@un.org

Andrea Pauly

Programme Officer/Sharks
MOU Coordinator, CMS

andrea.pauly@un.org

Nora Klasen

Programme Support Intern

nora.klasen@un.org




