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Notes to reader:

This document represents the materials which contribute to the Annex IV archive. The archive is intended 
to be a living document, to be updated as new products develop. This will be hosted on the Angel Shark 

Conservation Network (ASCN) website.

Not all of the products displayed in this document have been produced for Mediterranean. Despite this, 
these additional products represent examples of positive resources which could be adapted to further 

support the delivery of the Mediterranean SSAP.

Cover image © Carlos Suárez

Funded by:

Annex IV
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Section 1: Identification

Global ID Guide
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Mediterranean ID Materials

ARABIC �| GREEK� | TURKISH (Türkiye) | TURKISH (Cyprus)

© Damla Beton

https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=af18c4dc-0b13-454f-a1a9-8ead21b30d99
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=3a247c6b-f061-4213-aae6-316804e29d96
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=9591a25b-c3e8-4a3d-bebc-19103fdfdd73
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=2f82d134-da83-43cb-bf05-a6d968a3e3af


7SSAP for the Angelshark in the Mediterranean Sea   |   Annex IV    |  April 2025

Section 2: Management

Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean
Angel Shark Conservation Strategy 

ENGLISH �| FRENCH� | SPANISH

https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=f019a882-4184-4004-a91c-8777a104476e
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=1d64aade-2610-427c-95b8-609299ed651d
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=a4e4c0ba-51d2-4d6d-a90b-9140afe16e24


8SSAP for the Angelshark in the Mediterranean Sea   |   Annex IV    |  April 2025

Mediterranean Angel Sharks:
Regional Action Plan 

ENGLISH �| FRENCH� | SPANISH | ARABIC 

https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=e8928db3-6d77-455f-93f4-ad4afd1663ac%20
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=7a1da068-d63d-401b-9b62-ebd0165d9bab
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=484b6a19-7a28-49ad-9f96-2e4754796449
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=7cb1aa00-c4cf-46ad-9da0-229ed412c6db
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Wales Angelshark Action Plan

https://angelsharknetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2020/08/Wales-Angelshark-Action-Plan-2020.pdf
https://angelsharknetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2020/08/Wales-Angelshark-Action-Plan-2020.pdf
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Angel Shark Action Plan for the
Canary Islands

ENGLISH | SPANISH

https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=fc4f3d03-ec9e-441f-81ab-774b18cfe41a
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=0e60e4bb-900f-44dc-bac3-3b8b769d9611
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SubRegional Action Plans for the 
Mediterranean

SubRegional Action Plan for Aegean Sea 
& Crete: 
ENGLISH | GREEK | TURKISH

SubRegional Action Plan for Republic of 
Cyprus: 
ENGLISH | CYPRIOT GREEK

SubRegional Action Plan for Southern 
Ionian Sea: 
ENGLISH | ARABIC

SubRegional Action Plan for Northern 
Levant Sea: ENGLISH | TURKISH

https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=3509c70b-0f31-4067-8987-5969ed8462e4
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=56b7ef2f-925a-4f9f-bbfb-07a969cc8d40
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=7e9e50ea-0de2-4b75-ad2c-3b264c7ee0eb
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=2a65a7ac-3320-41f8-b06a-757a481b3f70
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=07e4de4a-5425-4bd8-bfad-d78bcbcc8d08
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=eeb08a37-faf6-489c-8314-f908a145c15d
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=cde8583b-de2c-402d-8c9b-cfac69dd3787
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=f09fb4bb-125c-467b-8d30-a0925de25468
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=47d43abb-5cc8-4e4e-8576-bb18f02c0a87
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Flat Shark Showcase

The Flat Shark Showcase presents the breadth of work 
being delivered across the Mediterranean by a diversity of 
partners and organisations, collaborating across multiple 
countries.

Flat sharks: sawfish, giant guitarfishes, guitarfish, angel 
sharks and rays, rank as the most threatened families 
of elasmobranchs on the IUCN Red List. Flat sharks 
represent over 50% of the elasmobranchs listed on Annex 
II of the Barcelona Convention & GFCM/42/2018/2. Yet 
conservation action in the Mediterranean is still urgently 
required for: three species of Critically Endangered angel 
shark; the Blackchin Guitarfish; Common Guitarfish, and a 
host of rays – from the sizeable Endangered Giant Devil 
Rays to Butterfly Rays, and the endemic skates.

This online content will signpost delegates to opportunities, 
resources, and willing project partners. Facilitating efforts 
for countries to honour existing conservation commitments, 
and establish - and implement - domestic and regional 
regulations to better protect highly threatened flat sharks 
across the region and beyond.

https://www.sharktrust.org/flatsharkshowcase
https://www.sharktrust.org/flatsharkshowcase
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Section 3: Safe Release and Code of Conduct

Shark Trust Angel Shark Safe Release Animation

*Translation into French, Spanish, Italian, Greek, Turkish and Arabic underway
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Angel Shark Project: Wales 
Best Practice Leaflet

ENGLISH | WELSH

https://angelsharknetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2021/04/AngelSharkProject_Best-Practice-Leaflet-EN.pdf
https://angelsharknetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2021/04/AngelSharkProject_Best-Practice-Leaflet-WE.pdf
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Angel Shark Project: Canaries 
Best Practice for Commercial Fishers

SPANISH

https://angelsharknetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2020/04/Commercial-Fisher-guidance-web-copy.pdf
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Angel Shark Project: Canaries 
Best Practice for Recreational 
Fishers

ENGLISH | SPANISH

https://angelsharknetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2019/11/2019_Recreational-Best-Practice-Guide_EN_WEB.pdf
https://angelsharknetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2019/11/2019_Recreational-Best-Practice-Guide_SP_WEB.pdf
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Angel Shark Project: Wales 
Code of Conduct for Scuba and 
Snorkel

ENGLISH | WELSH

https://angelsharknetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2018/08/Code-of-Conduct-English.pdf
https://angelsharknetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2018/08/Code-of-Conduct-Welsh.pdf
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Angel Shark Project: Canary Islands 
Code of Conduct for Diving with Angelsharks

https://angelsharknetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2021/11/ZSL00173-Angel-Shark-Code-of-Conduct-A2-Poster_LRv3.pdf
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QR Code Reporting Stickers

ARABIC | FRENCH | GREEK (Enalia Physis) | GREEK (iSea) 
| TURKISH (Mersea) | TURKISH (SPOT)

© Marios Papageorgiou

https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=1c27ac48-a09b-4c16-8dba-76ec7ed951f7
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=09f58a08-0083-44d1-b93d-9e6b19f1f680
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=36b24a92-9fbf-4c3a-b457-e1515fe30979
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=a6d9ba5e-91a5-4e62-a57b-4f439a3e5dcb
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=5239fdd0-eadf-43b2-bfd7-9c67f00ef949
https://www.sharktrust.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=5aff1133-b3ac-4290-bc11-daccbfca2446
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Section 5: Miscellaneous

Angels of Wales eBook

https://angelsharknetwork.com/ebook/
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Guidance Document for Juvenile 
Angelshark Habitat

ENGLISH | SPANISH

https://angelsharknetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2020/07/Guidance-Document_Angelshark-Nursery-Areas.pdf
https://angelsharknetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2020/07/Documento-Gu%C3%ADa_Cr%C3%ADas-de-Angelote.pdf
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Action Supporting Annex IV Materials
1.1 Prohibition in fisheries regulations Flat Shark Showcase

1.2 Species-protection

1.3 Awareness programmes Shark Trust Global ID Guide 
Shark Trust Mediterranean ID Guides
Shark Trust Safe Release Animation
ASP Canaries Commercial Best Practice Materials
ASP Canaries Recreational Best Practice Materials
Wales Best Practice Leaflet

1.4 Monitoring and enforcement QR Code Reporting Stickers

Objective 1 – Ensure appropriate species-level protection for Angelshark Squatina squatina

Annex IV Materials corresponding to the objectives of the SSAP

Action Supporting Annex IV Materials
2.1 Data collation

Guidance document: Identification and Protection of 
Juvenile Angelshark (Squatina squatina) habitat in the 
Canary Islands

2.2 Habitat modelling

2.3 Environmental DNA (eDNA) sampling

2.4 Non-destructive site sampling

2.5 Role of current MPA network

Objective 2 – Identification of sites and habitats of Angelshark Squatina squatina
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Action Supporting Annex IV Materials
3.1 Scientific monitoring

3.2 Commercial fishery-dependent catch-per-unit-effort data

3.3 Recreational fishery
Shark Trust QR Code Reporting Stickers

3.4 Citizen science ASP Canaries Code of Conduct (Divers)
ASP Wales Code of Conduct

3.5 Fishery-independent survey trends

3.6 Quantification and characterization of discarded Angelshark survival and 
options for minimising discard mortality

3.7 Tagging Guidance document: Identification and Protection 
of Juvenile Angelshark (Squatina squatina) habitat in 
the Canary Islands

3.8 Population structure and connectivity

3.9 Life-history studies

3.10 Longer-term, historical population dynamics

Objective 3 – Support and undertake scientific studies, including data collection and liaison with the 
fishing sectors, to improve scientific knowledge of Angelsharks Squatina squatina, including population 
trends.
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Action Supporting Annex IV Materials
4.1 Provide Resources Strategic Conservation Planning Documents:

• Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean Angel Shark
Conservation Strategy

• Mediterranean Angel Sharks: Regional Action 
Plan

• Wales Angelshark Action Plan
• Angel Shark Action Plan for the Canary Islands
• Mediterranean Angel Sharks: Sub-Regional 

Action Plans

4.2 Establish an international working group (IntWG) for the Mediterranean region

4.3 Appraise protected areas

Objective 4 – Sufficient resources secured for long-term Angelshark Squatina squatina conservation 
actions
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Compiled by the Shark Trust on behalf of the 
Angel Shark Conservation Network. If you have 
resources to contribute to this document, please 
contact angels@sharktrust.org




